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CHAPTER ONE ROQUE JA 
t 


--.BUT YOU BETTER 
MAKE THE MOST 
OF YOUR SANPWICHES, 
BECAUSE WE 
DON’T HAVE A LOT 
OF BREAD LEFT. 


NIGHT OUT HERE, BuT DON’T TELL ME 
OUR FRIENOS’LL FONE BONE, YOU NAMED 
BE WORRIED. WE NEED WHAT \ THAT LITTLE 
TO START BACK TO P ABOUT 
TOWN TODAY! $ BARTLEBY? / 


’ _seriousty, SmiLey/ : , 
WE CAN’T SPEN? ANOTHER BARTLEBY?! 


SURE, I DID! WE 


HAVE TO CALL 
HIM SOMETHING - - 
DON’T WE, 
BARTLEBY? 


ROQUE JA 


HE’S A RAT CREATURE, YOU WANT THE 


SMILEY, AN’ WE’RE LITTLE FELLA TO 
TAKING HIM UP IN TH’ THINK WE’RE 
MOUNTAINS TO TURN HIM ABANDONIN’ 
LOOSE! HIM? 
NOW, PON’T FORGET 
THAT."/ 


BUT WHY HE LOOKS 
BARTLEBY, LIKE A 
FOR BARTLEBY, 
THOUGHT HE GOOPNESS 
NEEDED 
A NAME, 
THAT’S 


WILL YOU READ US 
SOME MOBY DICK? 
= WANNA TEACH TH’ 
UTTLE Guy 
HOW TO TAKE 
A NAP AFTER LUNCH - - 


DEBATING ITS 
WORK OF ART, MERITS! 
NOT A EVEN 
SLEEPING BETTER! 
Alp! 


ROCK JAW 


THIS BOOK 
FOR YOUR FOR YOUR STIMULATES YOUR MIND! 
INFORMATION, INFORMATION, THAT NOT ONLY IS THIS BOOK 
MOBY DICK BOOK CAN PUT FULL OF HIGH SEAS ADVENTURE, 
ISNOTA BUT THE REAL JOY 
BORING BOOK! IN MOBY DICK 
\S THE PURE ACT OF 
READING ITSELF - - 


HO! HO! THAT’S 
PRETTY FUNNY, Z SAY. 


I ALWAYS LAUGH 
AT THAT ONE, 
YOU BET. 


ROQUE JA 


ey " AN? HIS COUSIN’ 
COMRADE’ LOOK! AT LAST WE 
rae YITIS WILL HAVE 
! ) ENOUGH 
LE BONE | FOOP TO 
MAMMAL’ 


GORG' 
OURSELVES.’ 


a. 
(3! api 


SMALL MAMMALS y 


A, 
a 


ROCK JAW 


IT’S NOT 


CALL ME ISHMAEL! WORN? 


*...X THOUGHT I 
WOULP SAIL ABOUT A LITTLE 
AND SEE THE WATERY PARTS 

OF THE WORLD - - ” 


PARTICULAR TO INTEREST ME 
ON SHORE...“ 


ROQUE JA 


MAYBE IT’S NOT WAIT A MINUTE! 
MOBY DICK AT ALL - - WHERE’S 
MAYBE IT’S BARTLEBY?! 
you i 


WHAT’S HE 
DOING? 
DOESN’T HE 


BARTLEBY! 
C’MON! QUICK! 
LET’S GO!’ 


THEY’RE HIS THIS WORKED 
OWN KIND, - OUT PERFECTLY. 
REMEMBER? 
THAT’S WHY WE 
BROUGHT HIM UP a 
HERE IN THE 4 - bala a 
FIRST ~ . 
PLACE, 


4 WHat 47 
HAPPENED ? 


SAY! wuege'v 


Gor! 
idhett 


ROCK JAW 


++ IT JUST PRONEP ON 
ANP ON! 


ROCK JAW 


ROQUE JA 


" 


oes 


WE DON’T WANT 
YOU AROUND HERE! 


WHAT’S THE MATTER, CUZ? 
EVERYTHING’S GONNA BE ACES 
FROM NOW ON, RIGHT? 

HE SAVE? US’ 


NOW ft 
DON’T KNOW 
WHAT WE’RE 

DOIN’. 


ROCK JAW 


DID YOU SEE THAT, FONE BONE? 
HE SAVED US’ YOU SAVED 
US, BARTLEBY! OH, BOY! 
EVERYTHING’S GONNA BE ACES 
FROM NOW ON! 


THE WHOLE REASON WE 
CAME UP HERE WAS TO 
GIVE BARTLEBY BACK TO THE 
RAT CREATURES, AN? 
LOOK WHAT HAPPENED! 


YEAH. 
THAT DIDN'T 
WORK OUT 

TOO 


@009, 
O10 \T? 


AT THE MOMENT, 
YOU ARE TRESPASSING. 


ROQUE JA 


WHAT HAVE WE 

WELL, WELL. eareas 
RAT CREATURE 

WHAT A VERY cuB? 
UNUSUAL GROUP 


IT WILL 
TAKE MORE 
THAN A FEW 


| STONES 
| TO CHASE ME 
AWAY. 


ROCK JAW 


THE VALLEY 


WE’RE 
STRANGERS 
IN THE 


DINIDED IN 
Two... VALLEY- - 
ALL WE WANT 
TO DO |S RETURN 
THIS LOST CuB 
BACK TO HIS HOME 
IN THE 


HI 
MOUNTAINS, 
MISTER- -? 


I AM 
Yes 


EVERYTHING YOU SEE 
IN THESE MOUNTAINS 
BELONGS TO 


ME. 


MR. ROCK SAW! 
WE DON’T WANT TO 
MESS WITH YOUR 
DOMAIN- - 
WE JUST WANNA 
TAKE TH’ KID 
HOME! 


ROQUE JA 


VF ANYTHING THAT MOVES 
IN MY DOMAIN, POES SO 
ONLY WITH MY LEAVE... 


AN? THAT 
INCLUDES 


SO, YOU ARE 
STRANGERS IN OUR 
VALLEY... 


THE HOODED ONE IS 


a 
SEARCHING FOR SOE a 
NAMED BONE . 
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ROCK JAW 


WHAT’S 
THIS 
HOODED Guy 
WANT WITH 


PHONEY’S NO 
LEADER! HE 


THAT’S 
GOT CHASED OUT ENOUGH, 
OF BONEVILLE JUST SMILEY. 
FOR SAYIN’ HE : 
WANTED TO RUN WHO'S 
FOR MAYOR! SIDE ARE 
yOu ON, 
ROCK 
TAW? 
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ROQUE JA 


C’/MON, SMILEY. 
LET’S GET OUT 
IN A POSITION TO ASK iF HERE! 
QUESTIONS ... 2 


ROCK JAW 


I IMAGINE 
THERE WILL BE 
A SIZABLE 
REWARD FOR 
BRINGING THE 
THREE OF 


BUT I DON’T WANT ANY MORE , 
DIFFICULTIES, SO SEND THE Leet, NOT 


CUB UP FIRST. SBPARATE US! 


ROQUE JA 


CHAPTER TWO THE ORPHANS 


ROCK JAW 


EXACTLY! 


THE ORPHANS 
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ROCK JAW 


>" x \ 


THE ORPHANS 


COME WITH 
ME. 
I’ SHOW 
you. 


ay 
rN 


ROCK JAW 


THE RAT ' 
CRENTURES. 


THE ORPHANS 
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ROCK JAW 


THE ORPHANS 


HE SAIP HE WAS 
GONNA TURN US IN 
FOR A REWARD! 

I THINK OL’ 
ROCK JAW, HERE, 
IS TAKIN’ US TO THE 
RAT CREATURES! 


MY NAME |S ROQUE JA, 
NOT ROCK JAW, 
AN? YOU NEEON’T 
WORRY ABOUT WHERE MY 
SYMPATHIES LIE... 


YOU KNOW, ROCK TAW, 
FOR SOMEONE WHO CLAIMS TO 
BE MASTER OF THE 
EASTERN BORDER, 

YOU SURE SEEM TO 
BE KOWTOWING TO 
TH’ RAT CREATURES 
AN AWFUL LOT. 
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ROCK JAW 


IT WILL BE MUCH 


«+. YOU SHOULD WORRY 
ABOUT YOUR OWN EASIER FOR YOU IN 
POSITION, MR, BONE. THE END IF YOU 
JUST CHOOSE 


A SIDE. 


WHAT WAS 
THAT FOR, ROCK JAW? 


I THOUGHT 
I TOL? YOu 
NOT TO WALK 
ON THE SAME 

SIDE AS 
THE RAT 
CREATURI 
cul 


32 


THE ORPHANS 


IS HE A GOOD Guy 
OR A BAD GUY? 


ae 


ROCK JAW 


ROGUE JA SAYS EVERYBODY 
I GUESS THAT HAS TO BE ON A SIDE NOW 
DEPENOS ON WHOSE BECAUSE IT’S A WAR. 


SIDE YOUR FRIENDS YOU CAN EITHER PICK 
ARE ON. THE RAT CREATURES 
_ OR THE DRAGONS. 


RAT CREATURES! EVERYBODY KNOWS 


ROGUE JA 
HATES DRAGONS - - 
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THE ORPHANS 


THE 
HIT A NERVE, THERE VALLEY PEOPLE ...HA! 
ROCK JAW? THAT’S RIGHT! 
WELL, IF YOU WE’RE FRIENDS 
THINK WE’RE GOING TO }/ OF THE VALLEY 
9O ANYTHING THAT 
WILL HELP THE 
RAT CREATURES, 


THIS WAR IS NOW 
BETWEEN TWO OF THE 
ORIGINAL INHABITANTS 

OF THE VALLEY: 


THE VALLEY PEOPLE MAY 


HAVE RULED IN THE PAST, 
' BUT THEY LOST CONTROL 
A LONG TIME AGO. 


MISERABLE VERMIN 
THE RAT CREATURES! 
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ROCK JAW 


THE ORPHANS 


I THOUGHT I ..- BUT IT MUST 
HEARD HAVE BEEN SOME 
SOMETHING ... FALLING ROCKS. 


THEY’RE A PESTILENCE! 
AN? EVERY DAY 
MORE OF THEM ARRIVE OH 
FROM PAWA AND BROTHER. 

RUN AMOK THERE 
IN MY BEAUTIFUL 


GOES THE 
MOUNTAINS. NEIGHBORHOOD! 


+ 
SIGHT OF THEM 
ON MY 


MOUNTAIN 
INFURIATES 
ME! 
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ROCK JAW 


Weck FIN? ANYTHING 


BUT I'M SO 
HUNGRY, COMRADE! 
IT HAS BEEN PAYS 

SINCE WE ATE TH 


THE ORPHANS 


IF YOU’RE NOT TOO 
FAT AN’ LAZY TO 
CATCH US, THAT IS/ 


yore) 


oe 


WHAT’S TH’ MATTER? 
= THOUGHT YOU WERE 
MEAT EATERS, NOT 
QUICHE-EATING 
OLD LADIES! 


COME BACK HERE, YOU LITTLE BRAT! 
ILL SHOW YOU WHO'S A 
QUICHE-EATING 
OLP LADY !! 


THEY’RE JUST TRYING TO 
GET A RISE OUT OF YOU, COMRADE! 
BESIDES, THEY ARE LITTLE AND 
MUCH TOO QUICK FOR US’ 
WE WILL HAVE TO 


WHO ARE YOU CALLING 
QUICHE-EATING OLP LAPIES?/ 


NOW? SHALL WE OUTWIT 


YES! COME BACK/ WELL 
OUTWIT YOU TO DEATH! 


ROCK JAW 


\F YOU DON’T LIKE PO YOU KNOW WHAT THE 
RAT CREATURES SO MUCH, VALLEY PEOPLE THINK ABOUT 
WHY DON’T YOU TEAM UP WITH THE DRAGONS? THEY THINK THE 
THE DRAGONS AN? CHASE DRAGONS CREATED THE 
THEM OFF? VALLEY?! 


BECAUSE THE ONLY 
THING WORSE THAN 
THE RAT CREATURES 

ARE THOSE 
ARROGANT 
DRAGONS! 


SO, THEY THINK IF YOU ASK ME, IT’S 
THE QUEEN OF THE DRAGONS A FOOLISH FAIRY TALE FIT ONLY 
WENT MAP ONE DAY, AND ALL THE FOR THE WEAK-MINDED. 
OTHER DRAGONS WERE FORCED 
TO COME AN? RESTRAIN HER... 


SHE RESISTEP, ANP OUR 
LANPSCAPE |S THE RESULT 
OF THEIR BATTLE - - THEY CRASHED 
AN? PUSHE? AGAINST THE MOUNTAINS, 
AN? CREATED THE VALLEY. IN THE 
EN?, WHEN THEY COULD NOT STOP HER, 
THEY HAD TO TURN HER TO STONE! 
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THE ORPHANS 
Kir ERK" 3] GOTCHA! NOW WHO's A 
= Ret) QUICHE EATING OLD-- 


ae. 


Wott, Kutt 


A RAT CREATURE! 
ON MY MOUNTAIN’ 


“41 - 


ROCK JAW 


THE ORPHANS 


WE JUMPED OFF 

THE LOG BEFORE 

IT SLID DOWN THE 
MOUNTAIN, 


up THE MOUNTAIN 
AN’ HE’S CUSSIN’ 
A BLUE STREAK! 


YOU HAVE TO 
COME WITH 


us! 
LET’s GO! 


I CAN’T LEAVE 
THE OTHERS! 
BUT SINCE WE’RE ALL 
FRIENDS NOW, MAYBE 
WE CAN WORK 
TOGETHER! 
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CHAPTER THREE RAT CREATURE TEMPLE 


ROCK JAW IS 
ALMOST TO THE 
TOP OF THE CLIFF 

AN’ I DON’T 

THINK HE’S 
VERY HAPPY? 


MR. BONE? US KIPS HAVE 
HIDING PLACES ALL OVER THE 
MOUNTAINS’ YOU BETTER 

ME WITH US! 
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RAT CREATURE TEMPLE 


ROCK JAW 


RAT CREATURE TEMPLE 


WE MIGHT AS 
WELL GET 
COMFORTABLE .. 
THAT GIANT CAT’S 


THERE ALL 


WELL, WE CAME ALL 
THIS WAY TO RETURN 
BARTLEBY TO HIS 
HOME IN TH’ MOUNTAINS, 
AN’ WE’RE NOT GONNA 
ABANDON HIM NOW! 


AN’ HIS NAME |S 
BARTLEBY! 
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ROCK JAW 


HOLD IT! EVERYBODY TRUE! 
JUST CALM DOWN! 
IT DOESN'T MATTER IF + 
YOU TRUST US OR NOT... PASSAGE OR 


WE CAN’T 
STAY TRAPPED IN 
THIS CAVE FOR 
TWO OR THREE BAYS! 


I’M GOIN’ 
AFTER HIM! 


Be 
CAREFUL. 
IT GOES 
STRAIGHT 

DOWN. 


RAT CREATURE TEMPLE 


WATCH IT. 
WE’RE IN SOME 
HUGE OPEN 
SPACE NOW. 


LI HOPE SO. 
IT’S GETTIN’ 
A LITTLE 
STUFFY 
IN HERE, 


Z 
fam THIS IS IT, 
SMILEY! 


- ] 7—®) THIS IS THE 
4 Gol DY openinc: 


—— I’M OUTSIDE! 


WHOA. 


3 
< 
= 
x 
Tv) 
° 
4 


RAT CREATURE TEMPLE 


| 7 NOW THERE’S SOMETHIN’ 
YOU DON’T SEE EVERY DAY! 


HOW THE VALLEY 
WAS CREATED? 


RIGHT! THE QUEEN 
OF THE DRAGONS WENT MAD 
AN? STARTED ON A RAMPAGE! 
THE REST OF THE DRAGONS 
WERE TRYING TO 
‘OP 


THIS ISN’T TH’ 
QUEEN! THIS IS 
JUST AN ANCIENT 
TEMPLE OF 
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LISTEN, SMILEY! 
BEING TURNED TO STONE 
IS THE SAME THING 
THAT HAPPENEO TO 
ANOTHER ANCIENT 
ENEMY OF THE DRAGONS! 
THE SAME ENEMY WHO 
\S AFTER PHONEY BONE 
AN? THORN! 


THE DRAGONS 
ANO THE 
LORD OF THE 
LOCUSTS ARE 
ONE AN? 
THE SAME? 


YEAH, YOU’/RE RIGHT! 


IT’S JUST SOME OLD ABANDONED 


BUILDING! BESIDES, EVEN 
iF IT WAS AN OL’ ENEMY 
Ly OF TH’ DRAGONS, HOW 
CAN IT HURT YOU 
IF IT’S TURNED 


ROCK JAW 


BUT I 

THOUGHT IT 

WAS A FAIRY 
TALE AN’ 
NOBODY 
BELIEVED 

IN DRAGONS 
ANYMORE! £- 


WE KNOW SOME PEOPLE 
WHO BELIEVE IN THEM - - LIKE 
GRAN’MA BEN AN? LUCIUS POWN! 
Z’VE SEEN A DRAGON, TOO, 
REMEMBER? 


THE LORD OF THE LOCUSTS 
\S AFTER PHONEY BONE AN? 
THORN, AN? HE WAS AN ANCIENT 
ENEMY OF THE PRAGONS 
WHO WAS TURNED TO 


IS THIS JUST 
A TEMPLE 


IN ANY CASE, 
IT LOOKS 
ABANDONED 
NOW. 


~S4ie 


” ~e g 


RAT CREATURE TEMPLE 


WE’RE NOT 
OUT OF DANGER 
YET! 
RODERICK SAYS WE 


REACH THE TREE LINE’ 


> 


> fa 
N WON'T BE SAFE UNTIL WE 


ONCE WE’RE 
IN TH’ FOREST 
NO ONE CAN 
FIN? US! 


IT’S A PRETTY 
STEEP CLIFF, BUT IT’S 
THE ONLY WAY DOWN 

FROM HERE, SO 

YOU BIG GUYS 

WILL JUST HAVE 
TO BE CAREFUL! 


WHAT’S 
ROCK JAW 


DON’T WORRY 
ABOUT US! 
WE CAN 
HANOLE IT! 
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HE’S STILL 
WATCHING 


BUT HE’S 
STARTING 
TO GET 
suspicious’) 


ROCK JAW 


HEY, FONE BONE, 
HOW YOU COMIN’ 
WITH YER LOVE 
POEMS? 


MY LOVE POEMS 
ARE FOR 
THORN? 
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RAT CREATURE TEMPLE 


OKAY, HERE’S ONE THAT 
ISN’T QUITE FINISHED YET. 


IN THE STALLS OF MY HEART, DEAR, 
I’VE BUILT A HORSE-CART, DEAR, 
ANP MY DEAR YOU CAN RIDE IT 


S oe 


— 


I’VE BUILT IT FROM LOVE - - 
- - FROM THE CLOUDS UP ABOVE - - 
EEN THE RAINS CANNOT WASH IT 
AWAY! 


BUT MY LOVE YOU CAN’T HEAR, 
SO THE CART WILL NOT STEER, 
ANP I’M LEFT WITH A HEART 
FULL OF HAY. 
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OH, YEAH. 
WHAT PO YOU THINK 
THAT IS? A FOREST 

FIRE? 


WHERE ARE WE? 
IS THAT ANYWHERE 
NEAR THE 

VILLAGE? 


ROCK JAW 
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I CAN’T TELL. 
WE’RE LOST, TOO. 
I THINK MAYBE THE 

VILLAGE IS UP 

THAT WAY. 


RAT CREATURE TEMPLE 


YOU’RE FROM WHAT 9O YOU THINK, FONE? 
TH’ MOUNTAINS, I MEAN WE DIP LEAVE PHONEY BONE 
: IN THE VILLAGE, 
YOU DON’T THINK ANYTHING 
COULP HAVE HAPPENED 
WHILE WE’VE SPAN AWAY? 


HEH, HEH, EXCEPT THIS 
TIME, THERE IS NO GIANT 
MOUNTAIN LION AROUND 

TO INTERFERE’ 
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ROCK JAW 
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RAT CREATURE TEMPLE 


Dy 6 5° THERE You 
Aw 
KiNGpOK/ 


4 
>> rah YOUR MAJESTY: 
| AN { 
ra een \y 
PRS 


= 


Pe Ta) rato? 


oon 
\\ ) 7 L] 


EE YOu IRE 


ROCK JAW 


BY alt 


RAT CREATURE TEMPLE 


BaRrVeey! 
WHAT ARE you 
DOING?! 


\\/ N es Got gm! 
VAY C'MON! d 
CMON! A: 


. scp 


ROCK JAW 


f } 

, pulled. 
ka Geax f 
ie eZ 

WE’RE ‘Mh 
Scanes? "00 SOE S'SoME THING pode 
SWE ARE ALL Kt A KMLED YO 
- DEATH! 


eA aes 


CHAPTER FOUR GHOST CIRCLES 


PUSH BACK, 
SMILEY! 


IM PUSHING 
TM PUSHIN,” Jit 
La 


THINK OF SOMETHING, 
SMALL MAMMAL! 
KINGPOK |S GETTING 
CLOSER WITH 
EVERY BITE! 


YESSS/ 
HURRY! I DON’T 
WANT TO 
PIE! 


YOu THINK OF 
SOMETHING! 
HE’S YOUR KING, 
ISN’T HE?!/ 


x . 
ner, SSF THE SLIGHTEST 
A MOVEMENT 
Sy sik? COULD PUT US INTO 
My FOOT’S THE REACH OF 
ge ASLEEP! THOSE TEETH! 4 
eae mas 
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ROCK JAW 


GHOST CIRCLES 


THERE’S NOTHIN’ 
THAT WAY EXCEPT FOR pte Hoes 
, 
SHEER CLIFF FACE! wast pO VOU yeh 
SUGGEST? DIPLOMATIC DESERTERS! 
NEGOTIATIONS?! LET’S HAND ‘EM 
OVER! 


y 

HW) GY 
M!)) Life 
ar. 


WA / 


i Aen 
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ROCK JAW 


I AM NO’ 
INTERESTED IN 
BARGAINING FOR 
THEIR MEANINGLESS 
LIVES’ 


Se Ps 
AGE 


.-- UNLESS YOU TELL ME 
THE WHEREABOUTS OF i 
THE ONE WHO BEARS THE STAR’ 


THE CHOICE 
IS yours... 


e V,-, 
/ oa 
DECIDE QUICKLY! 
MY PATIENCE |S 
RUNNING OUT? THE ONE WHO BEARS THE 
os STAR? THAT’S THE SAME NAME 
ROCK SAW USED FOR 
PHONEY BONE! WHY IS EVERYBODY 
{ AFTER OUR COUSIN?! 
+ 
oe SY ( oY 


4 Ve @eik 
4 Ad He 


IF YOU TELL 
ME WHERE HE IS... 
I WILL SPARE YOUR 
LITTLE FRIEND THE 
PRINCESS ... ONCE 
WE HAVE RESTORED 
T 


GHOST CIRCLES 


FORGET IT!’ 
WE'LL NEVER SELL OUT 
OUR FRIENDS! WELL 


ROCK JAW 


GHOST CIRCLES 


ALL RIGHT, THIS IS GOOD! 
HOLD? uP! 


EVERYBODY ACCOUNTED FOR? 
ii 
\ \ a\ iy v 


WHERE’S 
RODERICK? 


ROCK JAW 


WHAT’S THE 


HEY, f WE’RE IN THE 


WHAT DIP MIDDLE OF ESCAPING! 
YOU HIT ME FOR? @ CONTROL YOURSELF! 


MONSTERS DON’T 
CONTROL THEMSELVES’ 
THAT’S THE WHOLE 
IDEAS! 


WELL, YOU’? BETTER «++ WHO, BY THE WAY, SEEMS 
START, OR ELSE A LITTLE UPSET OVER THAT 
THESE NICE, LITTLE WHOLE ARM-CUTTING-OFF THING! 
CREATURES WON’T HELP 


Pi ”™ 
US RINGPOK © x NOTICED! 


HE SURE CAN 
HOL? A GRUDGE, 
CAN‘’T HE? 


GHOST CIRCLES 


SEE? COULD WE 
are WHA DISCUSS THIS 


; FROM A 
WAS ae: SAFER VANTAGE 


POINT? 
NATURAL LIKE, SAY, 


ENEMIES / A SLIGHTLY 
TO US, YOU GUYS LARGER 


ALL LOOK LIKE 2 
HORS D’OEUVRES! Sagi 


I DON’T CARE YOU'RE 11’S NOT GONNA TAKE 
WHAT ANYBODY NOT TH’ KINGPOK LONG TO FIND US, 
LOOKS LIKE TO YOU ¢ goss OF SO HERE’S THE DEAL... 
FUZZ-FACE, ME! 
JUST DON’T STICK’EM 
IN YOUR MOUTH, 
GOT THAT? 


UNTIL WE’RE OFF 
THIS LEDGE, 
WE CALL A TRUCE! 
THAT MEANS WE 
ALL WORK TOGETHER! 


IT ALSO MEANS WE AGREE 
NOBODY EATS 
ANYBODY! 
NO MATTER WHAT 
THEY 
LOOK LIKE! 
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ROCK JAW 


GHOST CIRCLES 


ALL RIGHT, ALL RIGHT! 
WE’RE NOT POOMED 
yet! 


SOMEHOW 
WE HAVE TO GET TO 
THE SAFETY OF THE 
QOWN THERE 


BUT WE CAN'T GO 
STRAIGHT DOWN - - 


IT’S TOO STEEP! 


ROCK JAW 


WHATEVER 
YOU CALL iT, 
IT LEAVES ONLY 
ONE WAY OUT/ 
FORWARD! 


BuT- - BUT 
WE DON’T KNOW 
WHERE TH’ LEDGE 

GOES! 


HEY, BIRO KIDS! 
CAN YOU SEE WHERE 
THIS LEDGE GOES? 


HEY! NOTHING 
WE’VE DONE SO 
FAR HAS BEEN 
UN-STUPIP, AND 
WE’RE STILL 
ALIVE, AREN’T 


YES! WHAT IF IT 
TAKES US 
RIGHT TO KINGPOK? 


OR BACK TO 
ROCK JAW, 
THE GIANT 

MOUNTAIN HON! 
DON’T FORGET 
ABOUT HIM! 


WHAT CHOICE 
DO WE 
HAVE? 


THE LEDGE GETS 
SMALLER AN? SMALLER! 


BUT FARTHER 
AHEAD IS A BOULDER FLOW! 
lF YOU CAN REACH IT, 
YOU MIGHT BE ABLE TO 
WORK YOUR WAY POWN 
TO THE TREES! 


CARRY ON, FONE BONE! 
MAKE A 
STUPID DECISION! 


I CAN’T REALLY 
ARGUE WITH THAT, 
BUT I FEEL LIKE 
I SHOULD. 


RIGHT! 
FOLLOW 
ME! 
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GHOST CIRCLES 


WE’VE HEARD 
THAT SOUND 


MINE?! 
YOU'RE THE ONE WHO 
MADE US PESERT OUR 
POSTS’ 
vA ANP NOW WE’RE GOING TO 
BE PUNISHED! 


IGNORE THEM! ixty 


OH, WHY PIP WE THEY’RE JUST GRASSHOPPERS! BF 
DESERT OUR POSTS? THEY CAN’T HURT YOU! 


WE HAVE TO 
KEEP 
MOVING! 
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HOLD ON TO 
THE CLIFF! 


NY 


We 


ROCK JAW 


AND 
WHATEVER 
yOu 90 -- 


yyooor 


VN 


SS 


- - DON’T OPEN 
your MOUTH?! 


BE CAREFUL! THEY’RE 
SWARMING 
ALL OVER 
THE LEDGE! 


GHOST CIRCLES 
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ROCK JAW 


I HAVE 


TO 
GET THOSE 


GHOST CIRCLES 


AReveby! 
ge 


ROCK JAW 


GHOST CIRCLES 


SOMETHING FELL 
OUT OF BONE’S BACKPACK 

AN? SCARED OFF 

THE LOCUSTS! 


WHERE’S 
KINGPOK? 


MAN! I FELL 
ON THE EXACT 
SAME SPOT THAT 
JUST HEALED! 


SOMETHING IN YOUR A CROWN! 
BACKPACK I BET IT 
SCARED THEM ! BELONGS TO 

OFF THORN! Z| 


HAPPENED TO ARE YOU OKAY? 


THE 
Locusts? WHAT’RE YOU 
DOING WITH 


='@5.< 


ROCK JAW 


Vg 
I HAD NO IDEA 
WHAT WAS 
IN THAT BUNDLE! A 
GRAN’MA BEN GLOVE, 
GAVE IT TO ME y% | SOME KINDA 
AND ASKED > : METAL 
ME TO KEEP IT “% 
SAFE! 


AN? THIS! 


AN OLD 
MEDALLION! 


WHAT SCARED 
DREAMING 
THE LOCUSTS AWAY! IS PART OF 


A 

ITISA DREAMING- 
. THE LOCAL 

PRAGON-THING: THING? BELIEF SYSTEM. 


GRAN’MA BEN 
WAS TELLING 
ME ABOUT 
IT. 
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GHOST CIRCLES 


YOU MEAN 
I’SA 
RELIGION? 


GRAN’MA BEN 
AN? 
THORN! 


OF COURSE IT DOES’ 
WHAT A RIDICULOUS 
QUESTION! 
DON’T 
you 


DREAMING IS A HEAR 
PEOPLE WORD! , 1? 
ANIMALS CALL 
IT HUM-HUMS 
IT’S THE HUM OF 
THE EARTH! 


AW, C’MON! 
‘A HEAR IT! 


I HATE TO 
BREAK IT uP, 
GUYS, BUT 
WE CAN’T 
STAY HERE. 
WE’RE 
NOT 
‘SAFE UNTIL 
WE MAKE IT 
TO THE 


\F I DION’T 
LEARN IT IN TH’ 
FOURTH GRADE, 
IT DIDN’T NEED 

LEARNIN’! 


you 


HOW ELSE COULD 
YOU LEARN TO 
WALK, OR TALK OR 
FIN? FOOP FOR 
YOURSELF?! 


YEAH! 
DION’T HE 


THAT’S 
NOT TRUE! 
It’s 
EVERYWHERE! 
IT’S STRONGER 
IN SOME 

PLACES, 
BUT IT’S 
EVERY WHERE! 


WELL, ACTUALLY, 
WHERE WE COME 
FROM THERE 1S 
NO HUM-HUM 
SO -- 


ALWAYS CRAZY 
AT THE OLD 
TEMPLE, BUT 

TODAY IT 
WAS SCARY! 


DION’T YOU 
FEEL IT BACK 
AT THE 
OLP STONE 
TEMPLE? 
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OH, MY 
GOSH! 
you 
THINK 
KINGDOK 
WAS PART 
OF A 
DREAM?! 


OH, YEAH, 
FOR SURE! 
SOMETIMES 
WHEN 
YOU GO 
THROUGH 
THE TEMPLE 
YOU GET 
NIGHTMARES! 


THINGS 
GET CRAZY 
AROUND? 
THAT OLD 
TEMPLE! 


I BET IF WE 
WENT BACK, 

THE LEDGE 

WOULD BE 
IN ONE PIECE! 


ROCK JAW 


ARE YOU 
SAYING 
KINGDOK 
WASN’T 
EVEN THERE?! 
WE JUST 
DREAMED 
\T? 


OH, COME ON! 
WE SAW 
\T - - WE 
FELT IT! 


THE LEDGE CRUMBLING 


NOW JUST 
HOLP ON - - 
WHAT ABOUT 
ALL TH’ ROCKS 
THAT WERE 
CRASHING DOWN 
AROUNP US? 


OUT FROM UNDER 
OUR FEET? 


VERY DANGEROUS, 
YOU STEP INTO ONE 
YOU'LL PISAPPEAR! 


YOU 6uYS 
ARE 


GHOST CIRCLES 


Va SMILEY, RIGHT, 
THE GUY WHO’S RIGHT! 


AFTER PHONEY BONE - - HE PROBABLY 
- - HE’S CONTROLS 

CALLED THE LORD THE LOCusTS’ 

OF THE LOCUSTS’ HENCE TH’ 


HALLUCINATION 
LIKE THAT. 


THIS GUY IS Z/LL SAY! ! , 
AFTER THORN, TOO! \/ THE LOCUSTS tray tara gare 
SHE DOESN'T COULD MAKE allt 
HAVE ANY IDEA WHAT J) HER BELIEVE WE HAVE TO GET ! 
SHE’S UP AGAINST! 7 _ ANYTHING! BACK AND WARN 

HECK/ THEY COULD] OUR FRIENDS! 


SHE’S 
MAKE THE WHOLE 
COMPLETELY VALLEY 


VULNERABLE! BELIEVE 
ANYTHING! 


C’MON, 
SMILEY! 
GET IT 


HELLO? IN 
HELLO? GEAR! 
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ROCK JAW 


LET’S GET 

OFF THIS 

MOUNTAIN 
QUICK... 


REARS ITS 
UGLY HEAD! 


CHAPTER FIVE 


HE CAN 
STAY WITH 
US UNTIL WE GET 
UNDER COVER - - 
THEN WE 
SPLIT UP... 


OF THE WILD 


c’MON, 
BARTLEBY! 
LOOKS LIKE 
YOU’/RE COMING 
TO LIVE WITH 
us! 


++ YOU ANP I ARE 
GOING BACK TO 
BARRELHAVEN. 
BARTLEBY CAN STAY 
WITH THE TWO 
STUPIP RAT 
CREATURES! 


YOU/’RE VERY 
CLOSE NOW! 


JUST A \ 
LITTLE MORE, 
AND YOU'LL 
REACH THE 
SAFETY OF 
THE 
TREES! 


SMILEY! 
THAT 
RAT CREATURE 
CUB IS NOT 
COMING TO 
LIVE WITH US! / 


HEY! 
WHO ARE 
YOU CALLING 
STUPID? 


ROCK JAW 


BUT, FONE BONE, THESE | DB F 
TWO CLOWNS CAN’T TAKE Sh OF 
CARE OF A LITTLE CUB! Look OUT THES 
THEY CAN’T EVEN i 
TAKE CARE OF 
‘THEMSELVES! 


BARTLEBY CAN’T 
LIVE IN THE VALLEY, 
SMILEY! HE WON’T 

BE SAFE! 


THAT COLUMN 
OF SMOKE WE SAW 
|S GONE! 

BO YOU THINK TH’ 
FOREST FIRE IS 
OuT? 


I GUESS SO. 
BuT I’M NOT SO 
SURE IT WAS A 

FOREST FIRE... 


WHAT ELSE 
COULD IT HAVE 
BEEN? 


CALL OF THE WILD 


ROCK JAW! THAT OL’ 
BLOWHARD! HE WAS SO 
FULL OF HIMSELF. . . 


I DON’T KNOW FOR SURE, 
BUT ALL OF ROCK JAW’S 
TALK ABOUT WAR IS MAKING 
ME KIND OF 
NERVOUS! 


. BUT WE SHOWE? THAT 
GIANT KITTY CAT, I BET HE’S STILL 
DIDN’T WE, AT THE TOP OF THE 
KIDS? CLIFF GUARDIN’ THE 
ENTRANCE TO THAT 
CAVE! 


OL’ ROCK JAW 
DOESN’T KNOW 
ABOUT OUR 
SECRET 
TUNNEL DOWN 
THROUGH THE OL? 
TEMPLE! 


Ler’s NoT OKAY, OKAY. 
CONGRATULATE BESIDES, SMILEY, STILL, 0 

OURSELVES SUST I’M MUCH LIKE TO SEE THAT 

Yer. MORE WORRIED ABOUT OL’ RASCALS 

WHAT MAY HAVE FACE WHEN HE 
HAPPENED? IN REALIZES WE GAVE 

THE VALLEY WHILE WE i HIM TH’ SLIP! 

WERE AWAY. 
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MR. BONE, IF YOU/RE 
WORRIED THAT 
SOMETHING MAY HAVE 
HAPPENED WHILE WE WERE 
GONE, WHY DON’T YOU 
ASK THE TWO RATS WE 

HAVE WITH US? _4 


ROCK JAW 


BORDER 
PATROL?! 
THE FIRST TIME 


DEEP IN PRAGON 
TERRITORY! 


THAT’S RIDICULOUS! 
OUR COUSIN PHONEY 
BONE IS NO LEADER’ 
I CAN’T IMAGINE WHAT 
GAVE YOU GUYS THE 
IDEA HE WAS 
A THREAT! 


KINGPOK’S ADVISOR, 
THE HOOPED ONE, 
TOLD HIM THAT A NEW 
LEADER WAS ENTERING 
THE VALLEY - - 

A LEADER WHO BORE 
A STAR ON HIS CHEST! 


KIN@POK SENT US 
ACROSS THE VALLEY 
TO THE PRAGON’S STAIR 
TO CAPTURE THIS 
UPSTART THREAT! 


ARE YOU SURE 
KINGDOK DION’T 
HAVE OTHER REASONS 
FOR SENDING YOU 


KIN@DOK HATES THE 
FLAT-LANDERS, IT’S TRUE, 
BUT THE TIME WAS ene acd and 
AGO THAT HE WAS 
ALLEY Ae ag BY THE TREATY AN? LEAVE THE 


VIOLATING THE VALLEY DWELLERS ALONE ..- 


TREATY? 
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CALL OF THE WILD 


ALL THAT CHANGE? WHEN THE 
HOOPEDP ONE ARRIVED. . . +++ ANP WITH HIM CAME 
enn Cee ee 2 8 
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ROCK JAW 


~~ AND THIS IS THE 
KIN? OF LIFE YOU 
WANT TO SEND LITTLE 
BARTLEBY BACK TO? 
SOME KIN? OF 
INSECT CULT? 


BARTLEBY IS A 
RAT CREATURE, 
SMILEY! 

IF THIS IS WHAT 
RAT CREATURES 
BELIEVE, THEN 
WHO ARE WE 
TO JUDGE? 


LLEY PEOPLE AND THE PRAGONS, 
ANP? ON THE TREATY 


THE HOOPEP ONE BLAMES 
OUR UNHAPPINESS ON THE 
VAI 
WHICH FORCES US TO 
4 LIVE IN THE MOUNTAINS. 


__ ini =—oe 


9O NOT 
LISTEN TO 
HIM... 
HOW WILL 
WE BE HAPPY? 
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NOW WITH THE 
COMING OF THE 
LOCUSTS, IT IS 
DIFFICULT TO TELL 
WHAT IS GOOP. 
OR WHAT 
IS REAL. (J 


IT WAS NOT 
ALWAYS SO. 
IN THE OLP DAYS 
THE HUM-HUM 
WAS GOOP, 
WE WERE HAPPY. 


HE SAYS 
WE MUST RETURN TO 


ONLY WHEN YOU TRULY 
UNPERSTANP THE HOODED ONE’S 
MOTIVES 
WILL YOU LEARN 
THE MEANING OF 
HAPPINESS ... 


SATISFACTION 
AN? 
HAPPINESS 


CALL OF THE WILD 


WHAT THE 
HOODED ONE 
SEEKS, YOU SEE, 


AND POWER IS 
THE TRUE 
SECRET TO 
SATISFACTION! 7 


§ OH, SEB WHAT YOU 
PROBLEM IS... . 
YOU BELIEVE SOMEONE 
TRULY CAN BE HAPPY. 


TUT! TUT! 
NO ARGUING NOW. 
EVERYONE! THAT’S 
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ROCK JAW 


YOU SEE, HAPPINESS THE ONLY THING OF 

ITSELF IS JUST AN 

EMOTION THAT CAN 
BE INDUCED... 


SUBSTANCE THAT 
MATTERS |S POWER! 


ISN’T IT, MY LITTLE ORPHAN? 
DO YOU THINK THE SUN CARES 
IF YOUR MOMMA AN? POPPA 
WERE EATEN BY RAT CREATURES? 
\T DOESN’T. 


ANYTHING THESE 
MISERABLE WRETCHES 0O 
|S UTTERLY 
INSIGNIFICANT. 


BAH! THERE IS NO GOOD AND EVIL. 
WHAT IS EVIL TO YOU DEPENDS ON 
WHAT SIDE YOU ARE ON. 

WHAT IS GOOP TO YOU IS EVIL TO 
THE RAT CREATURES, AND VICE VERSA. 


THE SUN WILL SET 
TONIGHT AN? RISE AGAIN 
TOMORROW 
WHETHER YOU AN? I ARE HERE 
OR NOT. 


THERE |S NO 
GOOD OR EVIL... 
ONLY NATURE. 
AN? IN NATURE, THE 


ONLY THING THAT MATTERS IS 
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CALL OF THE WILD 


YOU'RE FRIENDSHIP AND TRUST ARE MERELY 
WRONG, MR. ROCK JAW! EARTHBOUNP SENTIMENTS THAT 
THERE’S OTHER STUFF ONLY LEAP TO TROUBLE. 
THAT MATTERS! TRUST NO ONE, 
LIKE FRIENDSHIP AND THAT’S MY MOTTO. 
TRUST! 


TAKE IT 
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ROCK JAW 


THIS SURE 
FEELS REAL! 
OH, WE ARE IN 
BIG, BIG TROUBLE, 


CALL OF THE WILD 
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ROCK JAW 


. 
= 


ey V0 


~ f- = 


goNWR: Ae j 


HA/ HA! MASTER OF THE 
EASTERN BORDER! 
LOOK AT HIM RUN! 


CALL OF THE WILD 


YESS/ YESSS/ 
itn WE'RE NOT REALLY GOOP, GOOP... 


TRAITORS! 
WE WERE PLANNING 
WE HAVE THEM/ TO HANP THEM OVER 
TO YOU THE 
WHOLE TIME! 


QUICKLY/ 
WE MUST BRING 
THEM BEFORE THE 
HOODED ONE! 


LET’S GO! 
THAT’S ALL 
I CAN TAKES 


ROCK JAW 


SPLIT UP WHEN 
YOU HIT THE WOODS! 
EVERYBODY RUN 
AS FAST AS 


CALL OF THE WILD 


a 
Z WILL CLEAR CTEM 
OUT OF THERE. 


= a 


ROCK JAW 


IT, 
' ( THIS TIME WE'RE 
GOIN’ H 
‘OR 


OME 
REAL! 


CALL OF THE WILD 


HEY, YOU DORKS! YOU BETTER 
BREAK IT UP AN’ GO HOME, 
OR YOU’RE GONNA BE 
SOMEBODY'S SUPPER! 


NO, I LIVE IN 
THE MOUNTAINS. 
I’M STAYING HERE 


GOODBYE FOR 
NOW! COME 
BACK TO TH’ 
MOUNTAINS 
AN’ VISIT ME! 


THEN GOOD 
LUCK, RODERICK! 
THANKS FOR THE 

ADVENTURE! 


WE WILL, 
RODERICK! 
GOODBYE! 


ROCK JAW 


SMILEY, I 
DON’T THINK WHAT 
ROCK JAW DID 
HAD ANYTHING TO 
BO WITH 

us! 


I KNEW OL’ 
ROCK JAW WOULD 
RN O} 


TURN OUT TO 
BE ON OUR SIDE! 


WHERES 
BARTLEY? a 
- ( | 


CALL OF THE WILD 


ROCK JAW 


NO - - WAIT! 
THERE THEY ARE! 
uP THERE! 


YOU THINK IT WAS 
ANOTHER DREAM?! 


THEYRE 
LEAVING! 
AN’ THEY’RE 
CARRYING 
KINGDOK 
AWAY! 


LOOK AT THAT! 
THERE’S TWO GUYS 
RUNNIN’ UP 
BEHIND THEM! 


THOSE 
IT’S THE BACKSTABBERS’ 
Two stTuPip THEY TRIED TO 
RAT HAND US OVER 


CREATURES! AT TH’ LAST 
MOMENT! 


CALL OF THE WILD 


MAYBE 
THEY’RE TIRED 
OF 


BEING 
DESERTERS. 


rt 
WONDER 
WHAT THEY’RE 
uP TO? 


SEEMS 
LIKE THEY’RE 
BEING 
ACCEPTED GOOD FOR 


BACK INTO THEM - - 
THE BUT WHERE’S 


GRrouP. BARTLEBY? 


BuT Tr 
DON’T WANT 
HIM TO 
RETOIN TH’ 
GROUP! 


IT’S WHERE 
HE BELONGS, 
SMILEY! 
IT’S WHAT HE 
WANTS TO 
po! 


ROCK JAW 


HE’S TRYING 
TO REJOIN 
THE GROUP 

TOO! 


DON’T BE SAD! 


IT’S WHAT WE CAME 
HERE TO DO! 
THIS IS A HAPPY 
ENDING! 


LISTEN... 


YOU CAN 
WATCH HIM FOR 
A WHILE IF YOU 


TOO LONG - - 
WE GOTTA GO, 
ALL RIGHT? 


CALL OF THE WILD 


YEAH. YEAH. 
HE’LL BE FINE. 


GOO0-BYE, 
BARTLEBY. 


x 
GOTTA 
GO 


NOW. 


ROCK JAW 


eee TO BE CONTINUED. 
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